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The landscapes of the early 20th century 
bloom from the union of memory and mo- 
dernity. For the first time since the master 
pieces of Hokusai and Hiroshige, woodblock 
print artists revived the art of the landscape 
print. While nostalgic in their subject mat- 
ter and woodblock medium, these “new 
prints” simultaneously reflect the infectious 
innovation of their time. Through growing 
realism, Impressionist techniques, and a 
newfound global audience, these woodblock 
prints speak to the influence of Western val- 
ues in the search for a modern Japan. Pre- 
senting the work of Hasui Kawase, Hiroshi 
Yoshida, and Shotei Takahashi, Forever anda 
Day considers the Japanese landscape, not in 
its 20th century reality, but with a nostalgic 
yearning for a century past. 

At the dawn of the Meiji period (1868- 
1912), Japan plunged headlong into mod- 
ernization. With the downfall of the feudal 
system and the subsequent establishment 
of a constitutional government, the so- 
cial organization of Japan was completely 
altered. The manners and customs of the 
Edo Period (1603-1868), which formed the 
background of ukiyo-e, rapidly disappeared. 
As a rush of industrialization and militari- 
zation dissipated the “floating world,” the 
art of woodblock printing began to fade, its 
artists turning to newspaper and book illus- 
trations in order to make a living. Yet, under 
the stimulus of the West, ukiyo-e found its 
revival in the Taisho (1912-1926) and Showa 
(1926-1989) eras. In the national excitement 
for all that was foreign, Japanese woodblock 
artists discovered that the greatest Western 
artists had found inspiration in Japanese 
ukiyo-e masters. 

While photography and lithography 
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began to overshadow the woodblock print 
in Japan, ukiyo-e rose to the height of fash- 
ion in the West. With the opening of the 
country and the ensuing rush to modernity, 
Japan had turned away from ukiyo culture, 
adopting western dress and customs to as- 
sert a modern identity to Western powers. 
However, as the island nation distanced 
itself, foreign audiences gathered closer. 
From the respected collectors to the artistic 
vanguard of Impressionism and Post-Im- 
pressionism, the “floating world” entranced 
and inspired, enthralling the very nations 
that hastened its disappearance. 

At the turn of the 20th century, Shoz- 
aburo Watanabe was one of several publish- 
ers who recognized this rampant Western 
demand for an idealized Japan. Opening his 
own publishing house in 1906, Watanabe 
leveraged this foreign fervor to nurture 
a new era of woodblock printing, the shin 
hanga or “new print” movement. While 
many of the artists of this period were 
trained in Western-style painting, they used 
this training to revive distinctly Japanese 
subject matter. From sensual bijin (beauti- 
ful women) and expressive actors, to atmos- 
pheric landscapes and quiet city streets, 
the principal genres of ukiyo-e asserted 
themselves with renewed vigor. Shin hanga's 
eager and expanded audience encouraged 
publishers to introduce practices such as 
limited edition printings. The major pub- 
lishers of these “new prints” paved the way 
for artists to create woodblock prints with 
the same dignity, perfection and genius as 
the masters of ukiyo-e. 

Hasui, Yoshida and Shotei were three 
of the most talented and prolific artists of 
this period. Just as Japan assumed a global 


outlook, these artists incorporated hints 
of the West into their tradition-fueled 
designs. Influenced by the Impressionists, 
these artists considered the effects of vary- 
ing light and individual mood, capturing 
a spectrum of time and season through 
the Japanese landscape. Simultaneously, a 
growing sense of realism permeated wood- 
block prints. Nonetheless, even with their 
Western influence and modern marketing, 
their ukiyo-e roots are undeniable. Though 
the shin hanga artist supervised and experi- 
mented within all phases of the printmak- 
ing process, he relied on the traditional 
ukiyo-e division of labor: designer, carver, 
printer, and publisher. Often fifteen to 
twenty blocks were cut for a single print in 
order to create a rich spectrum of color gra- 
dation. Unfortunately, many of these early 
blocks and prints were lost in 1923, when 
the Great Kanto Earthquake devastated 
Tokyo. 


Bibliography 


The finest prints and drawings of this 
period have a unique and immediate appeal 
that rests upon traditional virtues of deli- 
cacy, poise and restraint. There is no doubt 
that these early 20th century masters were 
guided by the aesthetics of the 18th cen- 
tury ukiyo-e masters. Yet, these woodblock 
prints are not simply pale reflections of a 
time past. Comparing the landscapes of 
Hokusai and Hiroshige with the works of 
Hasui, Yoshida, and Shotei, one finds the 
early 20th century prints as versatile, fine 
in color, bold in composition and interest- 
ing in subject matter as their Edo period 
predecessors. The landscapes of shin hanga 
embody a search for a new vision within 
rich tradition. With a careful artistic sen- 
sitivity to the natural tides of the modern 
world, Hasui, Yoshida and Shotei capture 
the Japan of the 20th century imagination, 
an idyllic vision frozen in time forever and 


a day. 
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Hasui is regarded as one of the major Japa- 
nese landscape artists of the 20th century. 
Known for his night scenes and meticulously 
rendered snow or rainfall, Hasui largely for- 
goes figural presence in his works to focus 
solely on the quiet elegance of the natural 
world. Inspired by the Western eye, he de- 
picts landscapes in day and night, fall and 
spring, considering the specific splendor of 
each time of day and season. Characterized 
by their serenity of mood and flawless com- 
position, Hasui's work welcomes the viewer 
into a dream. 

Born as Bunjiro Kawase in 1883, Hasui 
was the son of a Tokyo silk-braid merchant. 
Though his father wanted him to join the 
family business, his mother came from an 
artistic family and supported her son's crea- 
tive interests. The family regularly attended 
kabuki performances and this connection to 
the theater persisted throughout Hasui's life, 
from designing actor portraits in the 1920s to 
stage sets later in life. Experiencing wavering 
health as a child, Hasui spent a great deal of 
his time with his aunt in the hot springs of 
Shiobara. It was during these visits that he 
began his lifelong romance with the Japanese 
landscape. 

Hasui began his artistic career studying 
Western-style oil painting and watercolor. 
His talent was clear, exhibiting in the Tat- 
sumi Exhibition of Painting at age nineteen. 
By twenty-six, Hasui turned his artistic focus 
Fast and pursued the tutelage of Japanese- 
style painter Kiyokata Kaburagi. Yet, it was 
not painting that would win him global ac- 
claim. Kiyokata recognized his student's 
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aptitude for a different medium and soon 
introduced Hasui to Shozaburo Watanabe, 
Japan's foremost shin hanga publisher. Once 
he viewed the woodblock prints of fellow 
artist Shinsui Ito, Hasui was convinced. 
Turning his attention to woodblock print- 
ing, Hasui commenced his long partnership 
with Watanabe, as well as other publishers 
such as Sakai, Doi and Kawaguchi. He 
quickly became the most popular artist of 
his time. 

Hasui traveled widely in Japan. His sub- 
jects convey the unyielding natural beauty 
he encountered on his travels. All based 
upon his small quick sketches and water- 
colors taken from nature. Unfortunately, 
during the Great Kanto Farthquake of 
1923, all of Hasui's woodblocks, as well as 
over two hundred original sketches, were 
destroyed. The prints that predate this 
event are extremely scarce and in great de- 
mand today. Undaunted, Hasui continued 
to produce his elegant landscape prints 
until his death in 1957. 

In 1956, the Japanese government's Com- 
mittee for the Preservation of Intangible 
Cultural Heritage designated Zojo Temple 
in Snow at Shiba and the documentation of 
its production as Intangible Cultural Treas- 
ures, the greatest artistic honor in post-war 
Japan. All of his prints are signed “Hasui” 
with a variety of red seals reading “sui.” 
Today, Hasui's work resides in renowned 
institutions such as the Metropolitan Mu- 
seum of Art, the British Museum, and the 
Art Institute of Chicago. 





Zojo Temple in Snow at Shiba 
Hasui Kawase 


Medium: Woodblock Print 
Publisher: Watanabe Shozaburo 
Date: 1925 

Signature: Hasui 

Size: 15.25” x 10.5” 

Ref. #: JP5144 


Designated by the Japanese government's Committee for 
the Preservation of Intangible Cultural Heritage in 1956, 
this print and the documentation of its production are 
National Cultural Treasures. Published by Watanabe, this 
print belongs to the series Twenty Views of Tokyo. 
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Kaminohashi (Bridge) at Fukagawa 
Hasui Kawase 


Series: Twelve Views of Tokyo Signature: Hasui 
Medium: Woodblock Print Size: 10.25” x 15.25” 
Publisher: Watanabe Shozaburo Ref. #: JP5147 
Date: 1920 
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Kinosaki at Tajima 
Hasui Kawase 


Series: Souvenirs of Travel III Signature: Hasui 
Medium: Woodblock Print Size: 10” x 15” 
Publisher: Watanabe Shozaburo Ref. #: JPR1-14040 
Date: 1924 
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Morning at Beppu 
Hasui Kawase 


Series: Nippon Fukei Senshu 
Medium: Woodblock Print 
Publisher: Watanabe Shozaburo 
Date: 1922 

Edition: 60/300 

Signature: Hasui 

Size: 12”x 9” 

Ref. #: JP2148 


Kanahama, Hizen 
Hasui Kawase 


Medium: Woodblock Print 
Publisher: Watanabe Shozaburo 
Date: 1923 

Edition: 57/300 

Signature: Hasui 

Size: 12.5” x 9” 


Ref. #: JP5350 
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Uchiyamashita, Okayama 
Hasui Kawase 


Medium: Woodblock Print 
Publisher: Watanabe Shozaburo 
Date: 1923 

Signature: Hasui 

Size: 12” x 9” 

Ref. #: JP5137 


Shinkawa at Night 


Hasui Kawase 


Series: Twelve Views of Tokyo 
Medium: Woodblock Print 
Publisher: Watanabe Shozaburo 
Date: 1919 

Signature: Hasui 

Size: 15.25” x 10.25” 

Ref. #: JPR1-14076 


Yasugi Kiyomizu in Izumo 
Hasui Kawase 


Series: Nippon Fukei Senshu 
Medium: Woodblock Print 
Publisher: Watanabe Shozaburo 
Date: 1926 

Signature: Hasui 

Size: 11.75” x 8.75” 

Ref. #: JP1-14019 


Fine Day After Snow 
at Asakusa Kannon Temple 
Hasui Kawase 


Series: Twenty Views of Tokyo 
Medium: Woodblock Print 
Publisher: Watanabe Shozaburo 
Date: 1926 

Signature: Hasui 

Size: 15.25” x 10.25” 

Ref. #: JPR1-14108 
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Kankai Temple in Rain, Beppu 


Hasui Kawase 
Medium: Woodblock Print Size: 7.25” K 10.5” 
Date: 1927 (variant state) Ref. #: JP2145 


Signature: Hasui 





Kiyosu Bridge 


Hasui Kawase 

Medium: Woodblock Print Signature: Hasui 
Publisher: Watanabe Shozaburo Size: 10.25” x 15.5” 
Date: 1931 Ref. #: JPR1-14142 
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Kegon Waterfall at Nikko 
Hasui Kawase 


Series: Selection of Scenes of Japan 
Medium: Woodblock Print 

Date: 1927 (variant state) 
Signature: Hasui 

Size: 10.5” x7” 

Ref. #: JP2144 


Evening at Beppu 


Hasui Kawase 


Medium: Woodblock Print 
Publisher: Watanabe Shozaburo 
Date: 1929 

Signature: Hasui 

Size: 15.25” x 10.25” 

Ref. #.JP5022 
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Tennoji Temple in Osaka 
Hasui Kawase 


Medium: Woodblock Print 
Publisher: Watanabe Shozaburo 
Date: 1927 

Signature: Hasui 

Size: 15.25” K IO” 

Ref. #: JPR1-14127 


Kikyomon Gate (Imperial Palace) 
Hasui Kawase 


Medium: Woodblock Print 
Publisher: Watanabe Shozaburo 
Date: 1929 

Signature: Hasui 

Size: 15.25” x 10.25” 

Ref. #: JP5140 


Pine Trees After Snow 
Hasui Kawase 


Medium: Woodblock Print 
Publisher: Sakai and Kawaguchi 
Edition: 168/350 

Date: 1929 

Signature: Hasui 


Size: 16” x 10.75” 
Ref. #: JPR1-14286 


Winter Moon on Toyama Plain 
Hasui Kawase 


Medium: Woodblock Print 
Date: 1931 

Publisher: Doi 

Signature: Hasui 

Size: 15.75” x 10.5” 

Ref. #: JP5136 
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Honmonji Temple at Ikegami 
Hasui Kawase 


Medium: Woodblock Print 
Publisher: Watanabe Shozaburo 
Date: 1931 

Signature: Hasui 

Size: 15.5” X 10.5” 

Ref. #: JPR1-14228 


Arai Town in Enshu 
Hasui Kawase 


Medium: Woodblock Print 
Publisher: Watanabe Shozaburo 
Date: 1931 

Signature: Hasui 

Size: 15” x 10” 

Ref. #: JPR1-14115 


Wisteria at Kameido 
Hasui Kawase 


Medium: Woodblock Print 

Publisher: Watanabe Shozaburo (unsealed) 
Date: 1932 

Signature: Hasui 


Size: 12.25” x 8.5” 
Ref. #: JP5138 


Aoba Castle, Sendai 
Hasui Kawase 


Medium: Woodblock Print 
Publisher: Watanabe Shozaburo 
Date: 1933 

Signature: Hasui 

Size: 15” x 10.25” 

Ref. #: JP5146 
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Seto in Bishu 
Hasui Kawase 


Medium: Woodblock Print 
Publisher: Watanabe Shozaburo 
Date: 1934 

Signature: Hasui 

Size: 15.5” x 10.25” 

Ref. #: JPR1-14241 


Autumn at Oirase 
Hasui Kawase 


Medium: Woodblock Print 
Publisher: Watanabe Shozaburo 
Date: 1933 

Signature: Hasui 

Size: 15" x 10.25” 

Ref. #: JPR1-14270 


Phoenix Hall, Byodo Temple, 
Uji 


Hasui Kawase 


Medium: Woodblock Print 
Publisher: Watanabe Shozaburo 
Date: 1933 

Signature: Hasui 

Size: 14.25” x 9.5” 

Ref. #: JP2539 


Kiyomizu Temple, Kyoto 
Hasui Kawase 


Medium: Woodblock Print 
Publisher: Watanabe Shozaburo 
Date: 1933 

Signature: Hasui 

Size: 15.25” x 10.25” 

Ref. #: JP5438 
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Twin Islands at Matsushima 


Hasui Kawase 

Medium: Woodblock Print Signature: Hasui 
Publisher: Watanabe Shozaburo Size: 9.5” x 14.5” 
Date: 1933 Ref. #:JP111190 


Asama Shrine in Shizuoka 
Hasui Kawase 


Medium: Woodblock Print 
Publisher: Watanabe Shozaburo 
Date: 1934 

Signature: Hasui 

Provenance: Tobin collection 
Size: 15.25” x 10.25” 

Ref. #: R09902 
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Yamadera in Sendai 
Hasui Kawase 


Medium: Woodblock Print 
Pubisher: Watanabe Shozaburo 
Date: 1933 

Signature: Hasui 

Size: 15.25” x 10.5” 

Ref. #: JPR5293 


Tonashi Gate at Matsuyama Castle 
Hasui Kawase 


Medium: Woodblock Print 
Publisher: Watanabe Shozaburo 
Date: 1935 

Signature: Hasui 

Size: 15.25” x 10.25” 

Ref. #: JP5141 
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Evening Snow at Ishinomaki 
Hasui Kawase 


Medium: Woodblock Print Signature: Hasui 
Publisher: Watanabe Shozaburo Size: 10.25” x 15.5” 
Date: 1935 Ref. #: JP5139 





Onshi Park in Shiba 


Hasui Kawase 


Medium: Woodblock Print Signature: Hasui 
Publisher: Watanabe Shozaburo Size: 10.75” x 16” 
Date: 1937 Ref. #: JP1-14027 
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Evening at Soemoncho, Osaka 
Hasui Kawase 


Medium: Woodblock Print 
Publisher: Watanabe Shozaburo 
Date: 1933 

Signature: Hasui 

Size: 15.25” x 10.25” 

Ref. #: JP5145 


Kakizaki Benten Shrine in Shimoda 
Hasui Kawase 


Medium: Woodblock Print 
Publisher: Watanabe Shozaburo 
Date: 1937 

Signature: Hasui 

Size: 15.75” x 10.5” 

Ref. #: JP5143 
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Konjikido at Chusonji Temple in Hiraizumi 
Hasui Kawase 


Medium: Woodblock Print 
Publisher: Watanabe Shozaburo 
Date: 1935 

Signature: Hasui 

Size: 14.25” x 9.5” 

Ref. #: JP5762 


Nishikiura in Atami 
Hasui Kawase 


Medium: Woodblock Print 
Publisher: Watanabe Shozaburo 
Date: 1940 

Signature: Hasui 

Size: 15.25” x 10.25” 

Ref. #: JPR1-14157 


Tanikumi Temple 
in Mino Province 
Hasui Kawase 


Medium: Woodblock Print 
Publisher: Watanabe Shozaburo 
Date: 1947 

Signature: Hasui 

Size: 15.5” x 10.25” 

Ref. #: JPR1-14255 


Saruiwa, Shiobara 
Hasui Kawase 


Medium: Woodblock Print 
Publisher: Watanabe Shozaburo 
Date: 1949 

Signature: Hasui 

Size: 15.5” X 10.5” 

Ref. #: JPR1-14151 
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Although widely traveled and knowledge- 
able of Western aesthetics, Hiroshi Yoshi- 
da maintained an allegiance to traditional 
Japanese techniques and traditions. He 
was attracted by the calmer moments of 
nature, imbuing his landscape prints with 
coolness, inviting meditation and setting 
a soft, peaceful mood. While Yoshida is 
considered a member of the shin hanga or 
“new print” movement, after 1925, Yoshida 
shed the division of labor so characteristic 
of traditional Japanese woodblock printing. 
He became involved in every aspect of the 
process--designing the print, carving his 
own blocks, and printing his own work— 
channeling the spirit of the sosaku hanga, or 
“creative print,” movement in his distinctly 
shin hanga style. 

Born in Kyushu in 1876, Yoshida studied 
art with his adoptive father in Kurume, 
Fukuoka prefecture. Around the age of 
twenty, Yoshida moved first to Kyoto, and 
then Tokyo to attend private art schools. 
Yoshida studied Western-style painting, 
winning many exhibition prizes and mak- 
ing several trips to the U.S., Europe and 
North Africa selling his watercolors and oil 
paintings. In 1902, he played a leading role 
in transforming the Meiji Fine Arts Society 
into the Taiheiyo-Gakai, or “Pacific Paint- 
ing Association.” While a highly successful 
Western-style painter, after learning of the 
Western world's infatuation with ukiyo-e, 
Yoshida began to work as a woodblock 
print artist in 1920. It was not long before 
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he became one of the most prominent and 
popular of Japan's color woodblock print 
artists. 

In 1925, Yoshida started his own work- 
shop, specializing in landscapes, both in- 
spired by his native country and his travels 
abroad. In 1930, he participated in the first 
major shin hanga exhibition, hosted in To- 
ledo, Ohio. His later prints increasingly ex- 
press his passion for exploration, presenting 
views of Korea, China, the U.S. and Europe. 
Even so, the Japanese landscape remained 
his choice subject. From mountain scenes 
to seascapes, shrines to castles, he revealed 
a natural, traditional Japan imagined be- 
neath the bustle of modernization. While 
his work was temporarily interrupted by 
his sojourn as a war correspondent during 
the Pacific War in Manchuria, Yoshida 
produced hundreds idyllic landscape prints 
over his lifetime. 

Although he designed his last print in 
1946, Yoshida continued to paint with oils 
and watercolors up until his death in 1950. 
All of his lifetime prints are signed “Hi- 
roshi Yoshida” in pencil and marked with 
a jizuri outside of the margin. Within the 
image, “Yoshida” is signed with brush and 
ink beside a red “Hiroshi” seal. His prints 
continue to be widely collected, are exhib- 
ited internationally, and are now housed 
in many major museums, including the 
Museum of Fine Arts Boston, the Toledo 
Museum of Art, and the British Museum. 





Matterhorn - Day 
Hiroshi Yoshida 


Medium: Woodblock Print 
Date: 1925 

Seal: Jizuri 

Signature: Yoshida (in sumi ink) 
Size: 21.5” x 15.5” 

Ref. #: JPR5030 


This particular print is not only iconic, but one of 
Yoshida's earliest works. Matterhorn began as a col- 
laborative effort between Yoshida and the publisher 
Watanabe, yet only a few prints were made before 
Yoshida decided to print the rest of the edition on his 
own. The presence of the Watanabe seal makes this 
print a rare state of this famous design. 
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Sailing Boats - Morning 
Hiroshi Yoshida 


Series: The Inland Sea 

Medium: Woodblock Print 

Date: 1926 

Seal: Jizuri 

Signature: Hiroshi Yoshida (in pencil) 
Size: 21” x 15.75” 

Ref. #: JPR1-14301 


Sailing Boats - Mist 
Hiroshi Yoshida 


Series: The Inland Sea 

Medium: Woodblock Print 

Date: 1926 

Signature: Hiroshi Yoshida (stamped) 
Size: 21” x 15.75” 

Ref. #: JP5135 


Glittering Sea 
Hiroshi Yoshida 


Series: The Inland Sea 

Medium: Woodblock Print 

Date: 1926 

Seal: Jizuri 

Signature: Hiroshi Yoshida (in pencil) 
Size: 15.75” x 10.75” 

Ref. #: JP1-14732 





Three Little Islands 
Hiroshi Yoshida 


Series: The Inland Sea 

Medium: Woodblock Print 

Date: 1930 

Seal: Jizuri 

Signature: Hiroshi Yoshida (in pencil) 
Size: 10.5” x 16” 

Ref. #: JP5160 
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Nabeshima 
Hiroshi Yoshida 


Series: The Inland Sea 
Medium: Woodblock Print 
Date: 1930 

Seal: Jizuri 





Signature: Hiroshi Yoshida (in pencil) 
Size: 11” x 15.75” 
Ref. #: JP5351 





Kura in Tomonoura 
Hiroshi Yoshida 


Series: The Inland Sea 
Medium: Woodblock Print 
Date: 1930 

Seal: Jizuri 


roningallery.com | 212.688.0188 


Signature: Hiroshi Yoshida (in pencil) 
Size: 10.75” x 15.75” 
Ref. #: JP1-14808 
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Himeji Castle - Morning 
Hiroshi Yoshida 


Medium: Woodblock Print 

Date: 1926 

Seal: Jizuri 

Signature: Hiroshi Yoshida (in pencil) 
Size: 15.75” x 10.5” 

Ref. #: JP1-14764 








A Garden by Biwa Lake 


Hiroshi Yoshida 

Series: Four Gardens Signature:Hiroshi Yoshida (in pencil) 
Medium: Woodblock Print Size: 10.5” x 15.75” 

Date: 1933 Ref. #: JP110063 

Seal: Jizuri 
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Shirahama 
Hiroshi Yoshida 


Medium: Woodblock Print 
Date: 1937 
Seal: Jizuri 


Signature: Hiroshi Yoshida (in pencil) 
Size: 10.75” x 15.5” 
Ref. #: JP1-14817 





Shakujii 
Hiroshi Yoshida 


Medium: Woodblock Print 
Date: 1937 
Seal: Jizuri 
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Signature:Hiroshi Yoshida (in pencil) 
Size: 10.75” x 15.75” 
Ref. #: JP1-14796 


Camping at Washiba 
Hiroshi Yoshida 


Series: Twelve Scenes of the Japan Alps 
Medium: Woodblock Print 

Date: 1926 

Seal: Jizuri 

Signature: Hiroshi Yoshida (in pencil) 
Size: 16” x 10.75” 

Ref. #: JP1-14778 


Temple in the Woods 
Hiroshi Yoshida 


Medium: Woodblock Print 

Date: 1940 

Seal: Jizuri 

Signature: Hiroshi Yoshida (in pencil) 
Size: 16” x 10.5” 

Ref. #:JP1-14771 
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Morning Mist in Taj Mahal No. 5 
Hiroshi Yoshida 


Medium: Woodblock Print Signature: Hiroshi Yoshida (in pencil) 
Date: 1932 Size: 15.75” x 21.5” 
Seal: Jizuri Ref. #: JPR1-14314 











Night in Taj Mahal No. 6 
Hiroshi Yoshida 


Medium: Woodblock Print Signature: Hiroshi Yoshida (in pencil) 
Date: 1932 Size: 15.75” x 21.25” 
Seal: Jizuri Ref. #: JPR1-14328 
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Shokozan 
Hiroshi Yoshida 


Medium: Woodblock Print 

Date: 1939 

Seal: Jizuri 

Signature: Hiroshi Yoshida (in pencil) 
Size: 16” x 10.5” 

Ref. #: JP1-14762 








Winter in Taguchi 
Hiroshi Yoshida 


Medium: Woodblock Print 
Date: 1927 
Seal: Jizuri 


Signature: Hiroshi Yoshida (in pencil) 
Size: 10.75” x 16” 
Ref. #: JP2151 
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Kinkaku 
Hiroshi Yoshida 


Medium: Woodblock Print 

Date: 1933 

Seal: Jizuri 

Signature: Hiroshi Yoshida (in pencil) 


Size: 16 x 11” 
Ref. #: JP5159 


Sarusawa Pond 
Hiroshi Yoshida 


Medium: Woodblock Print 

Date: 1933 

Seal: Jizuri 

Signature: Hiroshi Yoshida (in pencil) 
Size: 16” x 10.75” 

Ref. #: JP5162 


Hirosaki Castle 
Hiroshi Yoshida 


Series: Eight Scenes of Cherry Blossoms 
Medium: Woodblock Print 

Date: 1935 

Seal: Jizuri 

Signature: Hiroshi Yoshida (in pencil) 
Size: 16” x 10.5” 

Ref. #: JP2350 


Cherry Tree in Kawagoe 
Hiroshi Yoshida 


Series: Eight Scenes of Cherry Blossoms 
Medium: Woodblock Print 

Date: 1935 

Seal: Jizuri 

Signature: Hiroshi Yoshida (in pencil) 
Size: 16” x 11” 

Ref. #: JP2352 
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Osaka Castle 
Hiroshi Yoshida 


Medium: Woodblock Print 

Date: 1935 

Seal: Jizuri 

Signature: Hiroshi Yoshida (in pencil) 
Size: 16” x 10.25” 

Ref. #: JP5161 


Azalea Garden 
Hiroshi Yoshida 


Medium: Woodblock Print 

Date: 1935 

Seal: Jizuri 

Signature: Hiroshi Yoshida (in pencil) 
Size: 16” x 11” 


Ref. #: JP5163 


Toshogu Shrine 
Hiroshi Yoshida 


Medium: Woodblock Print 

Date: 1937 

Seal: Jizuri 

Signature: Hiroshi Yoshida (in pencil) 


Size: 16 x 11” 
Ref. #: JP1284 


Cryptomeria Avenue 
Hiroshi Yoshida 


Medium: Woodblock Print 

Date: 1937 

Seal: Jizuri 

Signature: Hiroshi Yoshida (in pencil) 
Size: 15.75” x 10.75” 

Ref. #: JP5164 
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Bamboo Grove 
Hiroshi Yoshida 


Medium: Woodblock Print 

Date: 1939 

Seal: Jizuri 

Signature: Hiroshi Yoshida (in pencil) 
Size: 15.75” x 10.5” 

Ref. #: JP1-14784 


Yomei Gate 
Hiroshi Yoshida 


Medium: Woodblock Print 

Date: 1937 

Seal: Jizuri 

Signature: Hiroshi Yoshida (in pencil) 
Size: 15.5” x 10.5” 

Ref. #: JP111189 





Reflection of Mt. Fuji 
Attributed to Hiroshi Yoshida 


Medium: Watercolor Size: 10” x 13.5” 
Undated Ref. #: JPR1-5725 
Signature: Hiroshi 





Autumn at Chuzenji in Nikko 
Attributed to Hiroshi Yoshida 


Medium: Watercolor Size: 8.5” x 10.5” 
Undated Ref. #: JPR1-5735 
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From the warm glow spilling out of even- 
ing windows, to the blushing pinks and 
gentle yellows of the sun cresting Mt. Fuji, 
Shotei Takahashi's landscapes revel in the 
beauty of the Japanese landscape. Regard- 
ed as a pivotal shin hanga artist, Shotei was 
one of the first artists to be taken under 
the wing of the renowned “new print” 
publisher Shozaburo Watanabe. 

Born as Katsutaro Matsumoto in 
Tokyo in 1871, Shotei was soon adopted 
into the Takahashi family. At age nine 
he commenced his early artistic training 
under his uncle, Fuko Matsumoto, from 
whom he received the name “Shotei.” 
By age sixteen, his talent drew attention, 
leading him to a position copying designs 
of foreign clothing and ceremonial items 
for the Imperial Household Department 
of Foreign Affairs. In 1889, Shotei shifted 
his focus to painting, founding the Japan 
Youth Painting Society, along with Ko- 
gyo Terazaki, before transitioning to the 
world of printmaking. Shotei began his 
print career as an illustrator for various 
newspapers, scientific texts and a maga- 
zine by Okura Shoten. By 1896, Shotei 
began to explore lithography, creating 
industrial designs until he joined publisher 
Maeba Shoten in his ukiyo-e reproduction 
business. It was here that Shotei met the 
famed Watanabe. 

Shotei was recruited by Watanabe to 
produce Edo-period style landscapes to 
market to the West in 1907. These first 
works of shin hanga were an enormous 
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success with tourists and the Western 
audience. From young girls clad in elegant 
kimono to quiet temples nestled within 
towering pines, Shotei presented land- 
scapes of a Japan past to a public hungry 
for the magic of the “floating world.” 
Shotei was a productive artist, creating 
numerous designs by the time he was fifty. 
In 1921, he began using the name Hiroaki 
(Komei) on some of his works. 

In 1923, the fire that raged in the af- 
termath of the Great Kanto Farthquake 
destroyed much of his work. Despite this 
tragedy, Shotei continued printmaking 
until his death 1945. By the 1930s, Shotei 
had expanded his career beyond Wata- 
nabe and had begun to work with two 
additional publishers: Fusui and Shobido. 
Shotei enjoyed greater artistic freedom 
with Fusui, both producing original prints 
and serving as an editor for ukiyo-e repro- 
ductions. For Shobido, Shotei designed 
prints in smaller sizes. 

While popular legend claims that 
Shotei passed away in Hiroshima while 
visiting his daughter in April 1945, family 
records indicate that in fact, he died of 
pneumonia months earlier. Shotei's prints 
continue to enjoy enormous popularity 
today. Collected worldwide, his works can 
be found in prestigious institutions such 
as the Museum of Fine Arts Boston, the 
Brooklyn Museum, and the British Mu- 
seum. A number of the prints in this exhi- 
bition are pre-earthquake. Such works are 
exceptionally rare. 


Moon from a Harbor 
Shotei Takahashi 


Medium: Woodblock Print 
Date: c. 1916 

Seal: Shotei 

Size: 6.25” x 15” 

Ref. #: JPR5153 


Evening at Tone River 
Shotei Takahashi 


Medium: Woodblock Print 
Date: c. 1923 

Seal: Shotei 

Size: 6.75” x 15.5” 

Ref. #: JPR5149 
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Full Moon at Egota 
Shotei Takahashi 


Medium: Woodblock Print 
Date: c. 1923 

Seal: Shotei 

Size: 6.75” x 15.5” 

Ref. #: JPR5121 





Makura Bridge 
Shotei Takahashi 


Medium: Woodblock Print 
Date: c. 1923 

Seal: Shotei 

Size: 6.75” x 15” 

Ref. #: JPR5106 
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Arakawa in Early Winter Rain 
Shotei Takahashi 


Medium: Woodblock Print 
Date: c. 1923 

Seal: Shotei 

Size: 6.75” x 15” 

Ref. #: JPR5105 





Edo River 
Shotei Takahashi 


Medium: Woodblock Print 
Date: c. 1923 

Seal: Shotei 

Size: 7” x 15.25” 

Ref. #: JPR5122 
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Cold Winter Wind 
Shotei Takahashi 


Medium: Woodblock Print 
Date: c. 1936 

Seal: Shotei 

Size: 15.25” x 6.25” 

Ref. #: JPR5140 
Sawatari in Joshu District 

Shotei Takahashi 


Medium: Woodblock Print 
Date: pre-1930 

Seal: Shotei 

Size: 15.25” x 6.75” 

Ref. #: JPR5099 
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Takahama Inari Shrine 
Shotei Takahashi 


Medium: Woodblock Print 
Date: c. 1923 

Seal: Hiroaki 

Size: 15.5” x 6.75” 

Ref. #: JPR5189 
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Fireworks at Ryogoku 
Shotei Takahashi 


Medium: Woodblock Print 
Date: c. 1936 

Signature: Hiroaki 

Size: 15.25” x 7” 

Ref. #: JPR5143 
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Night Rickshaw 
Shotei Takahashi 


Medium: Woodblock Print 
Date: c. 1935 

Seal: Hiroaki 

Size: 15.25” x 6.25” 

Ref. #: JPR5136 





Woman Returning from Bath 
Shotei Takahashi 


Medium: Woodblock Print 
Date: c. 1936 

Seal: Hiroaki 

Size: 14.75” x 6.5” 

Ref. #: JPR5142 
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Moon at Sekiguchi 
Shotei Takahashi 


Medium: Woodblock Print 
Date: c. 1936 

Seal: Shotei 

Signature: Hiroaki 

Size: 15” x 6.5” 

Ref. #: JPR5135 


Sekiyado 
Shotei Takahashi 


Medium: Woodblock Print 
Date: c. 1925 

Seal: Hiroaki 

Size: 15” x 7” 

Ref. #: JPR5132 
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Nagareyama 
Shotei Takahashi 


Medium: Woodblock Print 
Date: c.1932 

Seal: Shotei 

Size: 15” x 6.75” 

Ref. #: JPR5129 
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Moon at Ishiyama, Lake Biwa 
Shotei Takahashi 


Medium: Woodblock Print 
Date: c. 1936 

Seal: Hiroaki 

Size: 15.25 VK 6.75” 

Ref. #: JPR5127 


Remaining Snow at Mt. Shirane 
Shotei Takahashi 


Medium: Woodblock Print 
Date: c. 1936 

Seal: Shotei 

Size: 15.25” x 7" 

Ref. #: JPR5119 





Inari Shrine at Oji 
Shotei Takahashi 


Medium: Woodblock Print 
Date: c. 1936 

Seal: Shotei 

Size: 15.5” x 7” 

Ref. #: JPR5118 
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Itsukushima in Snow 
Shotei Takahashi 


Medium: Woodblock Print 
Date: c. 1939 

Seal: Hiroaki 

Size: 15” x 6.25” 

Ref. #: JPR5114 





Mt. Fuji from Kiyomigata 
Shotei Takahashi 


Medium: Woodblock Print 
Date: c. 1936 

Signature: Hiroaki 

Size: 15” x 6.5” 

Ref. #: JPR5109 
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Thunder Storm at Koume 
Shotei Takahashi 


Medium: Woodblock Print 
Date: post-1935 

Seal: Hotei 

Size: 15.25” x 7” 

Ref. #: JPR5108 





Snow at Asakusa 
Shotei Takahashi 


Medium: Woodblock Print 
Date: c. 1936 

Seal: Hiroaki 

Size: 15.25” x 6.75” 

Ref. #: JPR5184 
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Spring Snow 
Shotei Takahashi 


Medium: Woodblock Print 
Date: c. 1936 

Seal: Hiroaki 

Size: 15” x 7” 

Ref. #: JPR5190 
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Priest in the Snow on Mountain Path 
Shotei Takahashi 


Medium: Woodblock Print 
Date: c. 1936 

Seal: Shotei 

Size: 15.25” x 6.75” 

Ref. #: JPR5195 





Evening at Shinagawa 
Shotei Takahashi 


Medium: Woodblock Print 
Date: c. 1936 

Seal: Shotei 

Size: 15.5” x 7” 

Ref. #: JPR5207 





Fireworks at Shubinomatsu 
Shotei Takahashi 


Medium: Woodblock Print 
Date: c. 1936 

Seal: Shotei 

Size: 15” x 6.75” 

Ref. #: JPR5200 
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Tea House in the Night 
Shotei Takahashi 


Medium: Woodblock Print 
Date: c. 1936 

Seal: Shotei 

Size: 15.25” x 6.75” 

Ref. #: JPR5205 
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Ichinokura 
Shotei Takahashi 


Medium: Woodblock Print 
Date: c. 1936 

Seal: Hiroaki 

Signature: Hiroaki-Gabo 
Size: 15” x 6.5” 

Ref. #: JPR5206 


Cryptomeria Road in Nikko 
Shotei Takahashi 


Medium: Woodblock Print 
Date: c. 1936 

Seal: Shotei 

Size: 15.5 x 7” 

Ref. #: JPR5171 





Katsushika 
Shotei Takahashi 


Medium: Woodblock Print 
Date: c. 1936 

Seal: Shotei 

Size: 15.25” x 7” 

Ref. #: JPR5182 
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Cherry Blossoms at Ueno Toshogu Shrine 
Shotei Takahashi 


Medium: Woodblock Print 
Date: c. 1936 

Seal: Hiroaki 

Size: 14.75” x 6.5” 

Ref. #: JPR5179 
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Spring Evening 
Shotei Takahashi 


Medium: Woodblock Print 
Date: c. 1936 

Seal: Shotei 

Size: 15.25” x 7" 

Ref. #: JPR5203 


Inume Pass 
Shotei Takahashi 


Medium: Woodblock Print 
Date: c. 1936 

Seal: Shotei 

Size: 15” x 6.75” 

Ref. #: JPR5102 








Mt. Fuji from Miho 
Shotei Takahashi 


Medium: Woodblock Print 
Date: c. 1932 

Seal: Hiroaki 

Size: 15.75” x 7.25” 

Ref. #: JPR5180 
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Mt. Fuji in Mist 
Shotei Takahashi 


Medium: Woodblock Print 
Date: c. 1932 

Seal: Shotei 

Size: 7” x 15” 

Ref. #: JPR5169 





A Starlit Night 
Shotei Takahashi 


Medium: Woodblock Print 
Date: c. 1936 

Seal: Shotei 

Size: 6.75” X 15.25” 

Ref. #: JPR5126 
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Otome Mountain Pass 
Shotei Takahashi 


Medium: Woodblock Print 
Date: c. 1932 

Seal: Shotei 

Size: 6.75” x 15.25” 

Ref. #: JPR5178 





Night Shower at Izumi Bridge 
Shotei Takahashi 


Medium: Woodblock Print 
Date: c. 1932 

Seal: Shotei 

Size: 7” x 15.25” 

Ref. #: JPR5175 
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425 Madison Ave 
New York, NY 10017 
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For additional information on any print, please visit RoninGallery.com 
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